House Approves Funding 
For Assassinations Panel 
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The House yesterday approved- $2.5 " report on its findings. 


million to keep the Select Committee 
on Assassinations in business the rest 
of this year — despite complaints it has 
failed to justify its existence. 

The panel, created in 1976 to inves- 
tigate the killings of John F. Kennedy 
and Martin Luther King Jr., spent 
$2.5 million in 1977 and asked for $2.9 
million this year. The House Adminis- 
tration Committee cut that request to 
$2.5 million. , 

“The only thing we've been told in 
the report is that significant issues 
have been discussed,” said Rep. Rob- 
ert Bauman (R-Md.), whose motion to 
cut the funding to $600,000 for three 
months while new hearings are held 
on continuing the committee was nar- 
rowly defeated on a 198-to~182 vote. 

The funding measure, one of two 
acted on by the House, was approved, 
204 to 175. 

The House earlier approved a $1.5 
million measure for the Judiciary 
Committee after it defeated, 216 to 
161, a move by Rep. John Ashbrook 
(R-Ohio) to tag $300,000 of the money 
to carry out the work of the defunct 
House Committee on Un-American 
Activities. * 

• The assassinations panel, which has 
nearly 140 employes, will automati- 
cally go out of business when Con- 
gress adjourns this year. Rep. Louis 
Stokes, (D-Ohio), chairman, promised 
the panel would complete its two in- 


“We really have nothing on which 
to determine justification for keeping 
the committee going,” said Rep. Rob- 
ert Badham (R-Calif.), and Rep. Eldon 
Rudd (R-Ariz.) asked, ‘'Has the com- 
mittee developed any new evidence?” 

“Yes, a great deal of information 
has been generated,” said Rep. Stew- 
art McKinney (R-Conn.), a member of 
the panel. But, he added, “I can’t de- 
liver a smoking gun or other such dra- 
matic facts.” 

“J ean only Conclude then, that the 
coriimittee has developed new, solid, 
concrete information that would belie 
previous information on these cases,” 
Rudd said." 

McKinney only nodded. 



